CHAPTER   V
ANNIE CORSINA FOX
A V THAT A TIME we live in, when great events follow one
W another so quickly that we have no space for wonder,"
Henry George wrote to his sister Jennie in I860.1
There was much indeed to challenge the sobering youth.
California felt the agitation of the oncoming Civil War in the
fatal duel between Chief Justice David S. Terry of the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court and David C. Broderick, the most out-
spoken anti-slavery man in the West. Broderick's death quick-
ened the grea£ debate on slavery and secession. And when John
Brown was hanged after the Harper's Ferry raid a few months
later, Henry was made conscious of the events across the con-
tinent by a letter from his father which concluded, ominously
enough, "The end is not yet."
But California was growing amidst the turmoil and debate.
In letters home, Henry noted the progress of the Pony Express
and remarked that "next year we will in all probability have
a telegraph across the plains and our eveging journals will
contain New York news of the opening."
It was during this period that the youth, who had pulled far
away from the strict orthodoxy of his Philadelphia religious
training, was drawn back "to the church" by two friends who
introduced him to the preaching of the liberal and broad-
minded Reverend S. D. Simonds, a Methodist. In 1860, Henry
George became a member of the Methodist church. While his
family had for generations been Episcopalians, the fact that
the youth had joined any church caused great rejoicing in the
home circle, "Oh, my Son," wrote his father, "what a thrill of
joy your letter sent through us all, when we read that you had
given your heart to Christ."2
On September 2, he became of age. Now he could join the
typographical union and qualify as a journeyman printer. At
journeyman's wages, he held a printing job for a short time and
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